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During 2016/17 Special Educational Needs (SEN) Schools Green Fold (Primary) and Rumworth (High) 

have made sporting links through Rugby Union with Bolton RUFC and in Rumworth’s case additionally 

with Sale Sharks Community Trust. 

However from September 2017 things will be even better as Bolton Rugby Union FC and Prime Sports 

NW CIC will be working in partnership for the following three years to extend the Rugby Union coaching 

to each of the Special Educational Needs (SEN) schools in Bolton thanks to a successful £52k grant 

funding bid through BBC Children In Need. This will mean additional support for ALL SEN schools in 

Bolton.  

Rugby Union may not be the first sport you think of when visualising sport for those with all manner of 

disabilities but it has proven to make a huge difference and we hope will continue to do so over the 

coming years for those with disabilities in Bolton. 

Rumworth School and Bolton Rugby Union Football Club have over the year formed a great sporting 

relationship. Rumworth school provides 11-19 provision for children who have a range of learning 

difficulties and additional needs, whilst Bolton through their Community Development Office, Peter 

Gore, have been able to secure funding to enable to provide the pupils with specialised coaching within 

their PE lessons. Over 40 pupils have been able to access the coaching and Louis Crichlow the coach 

for Bolton RUFC said ”it has been so satisfying to see the progress and development of the pupils, the 

pupils have been really enthusiastic and have been a pleasure to work with” 

Rumworth PE teacher Alison Moreton said “the relationship and support we have had from Bolton 

Rugby Union has provided our pupils with a fantastic opportunity. We have been able to introduce a 

new sport which has been delivered by highly specialised coaches who have helped develop not only 

our pupil’s physical skills but also their social and communication skills”.  

The success of tag rugby within PE lessons, has led to the establishment of Rumworth’s first after 

school club held in conjunction with Bolton Rugby Union FC and Sale Sharks Community Trust. The 

pupils have shown real commitment to the after school club and as a result have been able to develop 

further their skills and building up to a game situation. Hopefully with a few pupils making the next step 

to attending some Bolton Rugby training sessions.  
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Wendy Parsons, Deputy Head of Greenf Fold Special School said “Our pupils have gained so much 

more than the rugby skills. They have a meaningful context in which to work and play alongside their 

mainstream peers, which is invaluable. They have a new role model; this is particularly important for 

the boys as the school has a very high female to male staff ratio. They have had the opportunity to 

build a new relationship within a safe environment which is key to their future development.” Teacher 

rachel Parker added “The best thing is to see to see all Children from across the school participating 

in Fun activities. Watching the progress from week to week setting different challenges and different 

session each week. I just wanted to reinforce how good the coach has been with our pupils. He has 

high expectations and doesn't place any limitations on them. His sessions are fun and engaging and 

he has a great manor with the children. He is also very good at directing support staff in the session.” 

Andrew Feeley the Head of The Orchards Federation made up of Cherry Tree Community Primary, 

The Orchards Nursery and Green Fold Special School was also delighted that Bolton RUFC arranged 

a visit by The High Sherriff of Greater Manchester. He stated “We were very proud to welcome the 

High Sherriff of Greater Manchester to the Orchards Federation last week. The Gerry Yeung toured 

the school with Bolton RUFC sports Coaches, he spent a great deal of time speaking with pupils from 

both Cherry Tree and Green Fold. The children were fascinated by his ceremonial uniform we would 

like to thank him and his wife for visiting our Federation”  
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The Green Fold pupils in their Bolton RUFC Den made from tackle shields and post protectors 

with the High Sherriff of Greater Manchester 
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Bolton Rugby Union FC and Prime Sports NW CIC will be working in partnership for the following three 

years to extend the Rugby Union coaching to each of the Special Educational Needs (SEN) schools in 

Bolton thanks to a successful £52k grant funding bid through BBC Children In Need.  

Peter Gore stated that “the assistance from Children in Need is invaluable and we are very grateful to 

them to allow us to expand the coaching to make a huge difference for the SEN pupils of all ages with 

disabilities in our Community”. Prime Sports NW Senior Coach JonPaul Hardman (himself an 

experienced rugby player with Bolton RUFC) added “To be able to make a small improvement in the 

lives of these young people is very rewarding but to give each person the opportunity to take an active 

role in society and to be the best they can be is the real success”. 

 

 

 

 

The High Sherriff with Mr Feeley The High Sherriff with Bolton RUFC coach Mack 

Middleton 
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