
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF 

LANCASHIRE COUNTY RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION LTD 

HELD AT LIVERPOOL ST HELENS ON 20th MARCH 2019 

 

President Dave Clarke welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

1. Apologies: 

Malcolm Phillips, Phil Mahon, Kate Bennatta, Steve Blackburn, Allen Bower, John Huyton, John Greenwood, 

Dennis Woodcock, Tom Fitzgerald, Dom Kelly,  Trevor Holmes, Bill Lowe. 

2. Minutes: 

These are on the County Website. 

http://www.lancashirerugby.co.uk/images/Financial_AGM_and_Gen_Mins_21_11_18.pdf 

3. Matters Arising: 

There were no matters arising. 

4. RFU Representatives Report: 

http://www.lancashirerugby.co.uk/images/RFU_Rep_Report_March_2019.pdf 

KA and RB have put the report together to inform the County what they do on Council. 

The report is on the website but KA wished to draw attention to the following items; 

 Bill Sweeney had been appointed as CEO but at the moment it was not clear when he would be 

released from his contract, until then Nigel Melville would continue in the interim. 

 The new Junior Vice President was Nigel Gillingham from Gloucestershire who had been a Council 

Member. 

 Age Grade/Junior members. The half game rule was coming into play to ensure that all youngsters 

got half a game, this was to benefit all youngsters so that they did not have to wait for the ‘last 5 

minutes’ to get a game. The RFU were going to send out a comprehensive communication to all 

clubs and club reps were asked to ensure that all members of the M and j sections are aware of it. 

It was also essential to let parents know about the rule and why it had been put into place and 

what their children were entitled to. 

 Tyrrells season: This was the 4th Season and the clubs had been ringfenced up to now. There has 

been a request for a further 12 months but this had been rejected as  there were some clubs 

around the country who had aspirations of promotion. 

 RJB referred to the budget report that he has mentioned at the last meeting. The RFU had to save 

£5 million. Some programmes had been cut eg the Aspirational teams had been cut from 4 to 3 , 

travel costs were also likely to be cut. 

 AGP programme which had been due to have 12 pitches had been suspended but 2 had gone 

through as substantial expenditure had already been incurred. The remaining 10 had been put on 

hold. 

 There was some hope that they may be restarted within the next 12months if there was some 

commercial interest but nothing had been agreed or signed. 

 There was an RFU Board Meeting next Wednesday which may make things clearer. 



 Extra to the report on the website was news that the World Nations Champions were being 

discussed but there was an issue of Player Welfare, Timing of the Competitions, Promotion and 

Relegation etc so although there may be substantial amounts of money involved it was all under 

discussion with nothing agreed or signed. 

 

5. Committee Reports: 

 

a) Management Board. 

All Board minutes are on the County Website. 

http://www.lancashirerugby.co.uk/admin/about/management-board/minutes-2018-2019 

b) Finance and Funding Committee. 

PD reported that all was going as planned. The schools project was proving successful with 

about 300 children involved. The County had approximately 16 squads who were contributing 

to kit with all proceeds going back into the school project. There would be further information 

which would be added to the website in due course. 

c) Disciplinary Committee 

There was some good and bad news with regard to the ongoing problem of Match Official 

abuse , within the Senior section of the County this offence was being reduced but the same 

could not be said of the younger members of the County , in particular amongst the Colts 

section. BS felt that clubs needed to reinforce this message. 

A new report was going to be added to the website that will show a comparison of last year 

and this year’s offences. 

DC thanked BS for his report and reiterated that clubs did need to take BS message back to the 

clubs about the concern regarding the rise in Referee abuse by the younger elements of the 

clubs.  

d) Governance Committee. 

No report at this meeting. 

e) Rugby Development Committee: 

HH announced that there would be a presentation at Tyldesley RUFC on the 10th April for clubs 

and schools regarding the Player Pathway and how it works. 

Lancashire Academy continued to flourish and special thanks must go to Mark Nelson for his 

support with expanding the Girls’ side of the game.  

f) Club and Community Rugby Committee: 

The minutes from the meetings were now on the website: 

http://www.lancashirerugby.co.uk/admin/about/club-community-committee/club-and-

community-2017-2018 

The link will take you to the page with all the minutes on from September 2018 

 



g) Competitions Committee: 

The Lancashire Cup, Trophy and Plate were all at the finalists stage. The Bowl had been delayed 

due to bad weather. 

h) Coaching Committee: 

No report at this meeting 

i) Rugby Development Officer: 

Did not attend and consequently no report. 

6. Playing: 

 

a) U20 

Two games had been played. 

1st game v Cheshire had won 18 – 10 

2nd game v Yorkshire had lost 35-25 

Consequently were 2nd in their group and had an Away QF v NLD which would be played on 31st 

March.  

Cheshire had been relegated. 

The North U20 trials were due to be held this Sunday with 11 players being called to the trial 

with another 4 on standby. 

b) U18 

An Assessment day was held on 28th October where approximately 87 players were in 

attendance. 

57 players were invited to attend a Development day held at Myerscough College on the 4th 

November, from which a squad of 28 were selected to represent Lancashire. 

As most of you know the idea of running an 18’s squad is to put on show the best of our 18s 

players to compete in 3 County Representative games to allow selectors to choose a squad to 

represent the North and then hopefully England. 

A squad of 26 players were selected to play in 3 Representative games. 

These games were played on a festival basis at various venues in the North, this allows the 

selectors to view the talent on show. 

The games were played at Wilmslow against Cheshire, PRG for the Yorkshire game and a long 

trip to Gosforth to play Cumbria. 

All games were very competitive, Lancashire winning all three games with the standard of 

rugby being very high. 

A total of 15 players were invited to trial for the North. 

Unfortunately, none of the Lancashire players got through to trial for England, but over all a 

very good season. 



There is nothing to report on the U17s other than an Assessment day was held on  the 27th 

January followed by a Development day on the 3rd March. 

There are 3 County Games provisionally arranged: 

20th March v Staffordshire 

24th March v East Midlands (A) 

7th April v Leicestershire 

28th April v Yorkshire 

c) U15/U16 

BN reported that in January and February there had been games against Cheshire where the B 

team had lost and the A team had won. There had been losses against Yorkshire, one of which 

was very narrow. 18 clubs and 16 schools had been represented amongst the squads. 

The U15’s had played blended teams rather than an A and B team. They had also played the 

‘half game’ rule thus ensuring that all players got a game. In this squad 47 players had 

represented 20 clubs and 33 schools. 

There was then a query regarding ‘blended teams’ to ask if there was a query around the 

scrummage/front row and if there was a possible mis match, MD queried if ti would change if 

not blended. There was no definitive answer and HH suggested that this may want to be an 

area of discussion at the Pathway meeting in April. 

The opposition had also played the half game rule. 

d)  Schools: 

KA gave a report to say that this year the Cup Competition had changed and there were now 4 

different levels Cup/Vase/Bowl/Plate and was being run in a similar vein to the JRC model. 

There had been some problems with W/O in the earlier rounds but this seemed to have been 

sorted. 

Because some schools have changed the way that they organise their sport eg some play 1 

term rugby, then change to a different sport it was decide to use the AGP pitch at Preston and 

have a Finals day , unfortunately this coincided with the arrival of snow!  So couldn’t be played. 

The U14s day met a similar fate but in this case it was gale force winds that caused the 

problem. The organisers persevered and the games have now been played, to day Runshaw 

had played Holy Cross with Runshaw winning 21 -19 in what proved to be a very exciting game. 

e) Women and Girls 

In the Youth section there was now a new structure across the Country based upon Festival 

Days. All inter county games were now in February and March. 

At the Yorkshire Festival the U15 had lost both games but the U18 had beaten Cheshire and 

lost to Yorkshire. 

There was due to be the Lancashire Festival this coming Sunday, 24th March. Games would start 

at 11.00am and finish at approximately 3.30pm. 



Next year there was a new programme being put in place concerning the development of the 

U15’s and Lancashire would be involved in the Pilot programme next year. 

In the Ladies section it had been decide that all the County games would be played on Sundays 

this year. 

A North Mids 

H Durham (This game would be at Preston on 5th May) 

Several ladies had received Honours 

Laura Perrin England U20 

Anya Richmond England U20 (and still only 17) 

Sarah Beckett had made her England debut against Italy . 

Congratulations to all involved. 

7.        League Report and North Report: 

 

 There was still a review going on regarding the leagues. MD had had some correspondence 

with Jim Chapman asking for clarity. 

 Cheshire CB had been in contact with DH and had requested a meeting with Lancashire CB to 

discuss the League situation, DC had been at that meeting and had asked Cheshire directly 

what exactly did Cheshire want. They had replied that they wanted to play with Lancashire. 

 Following that meeting HH and Dc had got together to put a structure together but this had 

not been easy because of what had happened this year eg ADM Leagues/ ECC leagues. 

 BH queried whether this would be within or with out the RFU system, would L6 be involved, 

would the M6 corridor be avoided, would 2nd XV be in the leagues? 

 DH replied that that issue had not been raised at the meeting. 

 Cheshire said that perhaps 2 Lancashire clubs could go to Cumbria but DH jad replied that that 

offer was not on the table. 

 Cheshire L9 and L 10 can’t compete where they are and their clubs have said there is a 

possibility of them walking away from the ECC. 

 What had now been given to Cheshire was in effect what was given to them 18 months ago. 

 The structure had been based on last year’s info and this year’s info. A line had to be drawn 

about who should be where and HH/DC had not wanted to leave any clubs out. 

 BN queried whether any clubs in the NOWIRL Leagues would want to join those leagues? 

 At this late stage something had had to be out together, Cheshire were meeting tomorrow. 

 MD had informed JC that the above had been done in a move to show transparency. JC had 

said that what ever structure was put together it should be with the North DOC by Friday. 

 JC and the Review group were meeting today to discuss their findings. 

 Cheshire were now on board because of the problems they had had this season. 

 If rejected by the North DOC there was a possibility of Lancashire and Cheshire meeting again. 

 Level 6 had not been discussed at the meeting as Cheshire felt that L6 should not have been 

tinkered with. 

 The results from the JC review group would be sent to the North DOC on Friday and would 

then be discussed at the North DOC meeting the following Tuesday. 



 It was expected that there would be a meeting within two weeks following that with the 

Lancashire clubs. 

 

8. ERCA 

DH had attended the meeting which had been attended by Nigel Melville who had spoken at length 

about how the American Union worked where everything was results driven and consequently 

linked to ££££. The Financial problem within the RFU had possibly been caused by the dealings with 

the Professional game being more than generous! 

NM had plated for every age group within Yorkshire and fully supports County Rugby and 

completely understands where ERCA is coming from. Lancashire were the only Northern County 

still involved, Durham pay their subs but don’t attend meetings. 

9. Correspondence: 

There was no correspondence appertaining to this meeting. 

10. New Members: 

No new members to report. 

11. Date and time of the next meeting: 

Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday 19th June 2019 Tyldesley RUFC at 6.30pm 

12. AOB: 

 

MW stated that the Lancashire Volunteers awards would be adjudicated at the next Club and 

Community meeting on the 8th April. The Volunteers Dinner would take place at Preston 

Grasshoppers on 17th May. 

 

PH queried whether this was the Awards Dinner. KA replied that in the past the Volunteers 

evenings had sometimes been a little disappointing with numbers etc so this year the President’s 

Volunteer Awards and the Mitsubishi Volunteers awards had been combined. The window to 

nominate Lancashire Volunteers was still open. 

 

The Annual Awards Dinner would take place on the 7th June at Preston Grasshoppers. 

 

DH informed the meeting that Andrew Soutar and John Pemberton were looking for sponsors. They 

were running in the London Marathon in aid of the Injured Players Foundation and any sponsorship 

would be most welcome. They could be sponsored on line by doing a search for them. Currently the 

Injured Players Foundation were looking after 13 lads in Lancashire, 8 in Cheshire and 5 in Cumbria. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.15pm 

 

 

 

 

 



Attendees: 

 

Dave Clarke   President 

Gill Burns MBE   Senior Vice President 

Brian Stott   Vice President 

Peter Hughes BEM  Past President 

Dave Herriman   Past President 

Ken Andrews   Past President/RFU Representative 

RTJ Briers   Past President/RFU Representative 

Dave Hodgson   Past President 

Mike Cornelia   Past President 

Tim Stirk   Past President 

Mark Downs   Hon. Secretary 

Paul Deakin   Hon Treasurer 

Malcolm Worsley  Club and Community Director 

Howard Hughes   Director of Rugby Development 

A Whalley   Aldwinians RUFC 

E Wiles     Birchfield RUFC 

G Bancroft   Blackburn RUFC 

J Heald    Broughton Pk FC 

E Haynes   Burnage RUFC 

M Nichols   Burnley RUFC     

S Doherty   Fleetwood RUFC 

D Todd    Heaton Moor RUFC 

B Hurst    Littleboro RUFC 

J Jeskins   Manchester and District Referees 

R Heptonstall   Oldham RUFC 

I Crosley   Preston Grasshoppers RFC 

B Nichols   Southport RUFC 

D Hodgson   pp Vale of Lune RUFC 

J Bradbury   West Pk RUFC 

C Hilton    West Pk RUFC 

D Clarke   Wigan RUFC 

H Duggan    Women and Girls 

JT Hughes   U18 

B.Nichols   U16 

H Hughes   U20 

C Spivey   Safeguarding  

K Potter   League 

I Spivey    Mini and Junior 

I S Brown   Individual Member 

Anne Clarke   Minutes. 

 

 


