
 

 

DRAFT Lower XV Teams League Entry Criteria 

 

Subject to agreed criteria outline below, Lower XVs can be admitted to Level 7 (or below) of 

the English Clubs Championship (ECC). Some ECC leagues already integrate Lower XV teams 

at Level 8, thus this change to Level 7 is commensurate with the realignment of league levels. 

 

1) Clubs should apply to their respective DOC for consideration to be admitted into the 

league structure. This should include a request from the club as to the level they wish to 

be initially placed in. 

 

2) Premiership clubs’ Lower XVs and Championship clubs’ 2nd XVs are ineligible to apply. 

Applications from Championship clubs’ Lower XVs are permitted. 

 

3) Applications should provide the following evidence:- 

a. Have a 1st XV already playing in the RFU ECC Leagues, but not at the lowest league 

level locally. 

b. Evidence of the team completing a minimum of 10 fixtures against at least 5 

different teams in each of the past 2 seasons.  That evidence to consist of primarily 

of date, venue and result of each match, but consideration will also be given to 

matches that have been postponed where there is compelling evidence that the 

cancellation was made by the opponents. 

c. Agreement to be subject to player registration and regulations requirements of 

the league they are admitted to. 

d. Evidence of a minimum number of players registered on GMS to support the 

inclusion of additional teams to be admitted into the pyramid, to be determined 

in regulations 

e. Support of the clubs CB to enter a Lower XV into the proposed League structure.  

CBs can only refuse to support the application if they have proof that contradicts 

the evidence the club has listed in its application.  That proof is to be provided to 

the club on refusing support for the application, and can be the subject of any 

appeal, initially to the DOC, made by the club of that decision. 

 

4) Lower XV teams applying enter into RFU ECC Leagues would not be permitted to play in 

the same league (level) as teams from the same club. A separation of at least one league 

(level) would always have to be maintained: 

 

Example: A club has two teams playing in RFU ECC Leagues, with the 1st team 

already playing in a Level 7 league. This would mean their 2nd team could initially 

be admitted into the leagues no higher than Level 8 and could not be promoted to 

Level 7 unless the 1st team had been promoted to Level 6.  

 

5) The RFU will draw up appropriate regulations that will ensure the integrity of the leagues 

and player welfare is safeguarded, whilst still providing competitive opportunities for all 

teams at this level to progress their playing capability. 

 

NB – clubs could have right of appeal if they believe they fulfil all criteria and are not admitted.  


